would not be utilised, for the discharge would only soak through that part of the dressing immediately opposite the wound; and, secondly, the discharge, as soon as it had removed all the carbolic acid, and had passed through the outermost layer of the gauze and come in contact with the air, would putrefy. There would then be nothing to prevent putrefaction spreading inwards to the wound and defeating the whole object of the treatment. Thus, it is employed for sizing papers, for stiffening cotton goods, for thickening the colours in calico printing, and for gumming the backs of postage stamps. It has been introduced into the preparation of the protective, with the view of enabling it to be moistened when dipped into a watery solution of carbolic acid, and, by possessing an antiseptic film at the moment of application, prevent the possibility of any active septic particles being put on the wound along with it. But the dextrine is not applied alone.
Mr
It has combined with it some starch and some cold watery solution of carbolic acid. The proportions in which these are used, and the reasons for their presence, are best given in Mr. Lister's own words:?" In preparing the protective described in the text, when the copal varnish has dried, a mixture of The acid soon evaporates, and leaves the protective free from stimulating properties." (.Holme's System of Surgery, Vol. v, p. 627.)
The above being the substances employed in the preparation of the protective, their mode of application is very simple. In establishments where it is made on a large scale, the usual plan is to take the pieces of oiled silk, which run usually about twelve yards in length, and, by means of rollers, pass them through the copal varnish. They are passed over a bar, and are allowed to hang until they are dry, which usually takes forty-eight hours. At 
